
From: joseph peppers <joseph.peppers@gmail.com> 
Date: September 8, 2018 at 9:17:04 PM EDT 
To: Mary Tobin <MTobin@coj.net>, Jennifer Blalock <jblalock@coj.net> 
Cc: Mary Tobin <Marytobin8@gmail.com>, Jennifer Blalock <injenuity413@gmail.com> 
Subject: Regarding Mini Grants for Stop the Violence Campaign 
 
Ladies, 
I am stating for public record that I do not agree with the approach dictated to me by the 
mayors office regarding the facilitation of the RFP for the $50k grants and the $300k grants. I 
am also going on record as stating that I believe that I’m under undue influence from the 
mayors office. Two of the mayor’s direct reports have intimated to me that they expect me to 
pass certain applicants based on their discretion regardless of how they score on the RFP, 
On Thursday morning, August 6th, at 1130am, I had a meeting with Sam Mousa, Brian Hughes, 
and Marlene Russell. Damion Cook was also at the meeting for the initial 10 minutes. Initially, 
Brian asked for clarification on what grant we were getting from the White House. After 
receiving clarification, he asked Damian to step out. Afterwards, Brian Hughes indicated that he 
didn’t understand why I was trying to hire a contract manager for the micro grants and why I 
was talking to Greg Pease about hiring a contract manager. I stated that the full context was we 
needed a contract manager to manage 30 ten thousand dollar grants. Sam stated that we didn’t 
need that. “This is family talking; this political!” I said I wanted to make sure that we measured 
outcomes but that what I hear them saying is that these grants need to be simplified. Sam 
stated that he wanted me personally involved in grading the grants. At no time did I agree or 
disagree and I felt very uncomfortable with the conversation. Brian said I know that you hearing 
two different things, but this something you have to be really sure of when talking with Council-
members. “We want this to be something that happens fast.” We started talking about my 
meeting with Councilman Becton. I told them that Councilman Becton didn’t agree with me 
taking on this task. I told them I would also see Anna Broche later that day.  Sam asked why I 
was having all of these meetings. I stated that I was asked to follow up with them or meet with 
them. I asked if I should not meet with them. He said no and got very angry with me. Marlene 
said very little. I closed the meeting saying I guess I am over thinking it. To reiterate, both Brian 
and Sam stated that there would be designated applicants that would get preferential 
treatment during the application process. I have shared this with Dawn Lockhart and Kevin Gay. 
On Friday I was told by Sylvester that some pastors are trying to blackmail me, stating they have 
a picture of me at a President Trump rally which isn’t true. I speculate where that rumor came 
from considering my conversation on Thursday. This email serves as my recollection of the 
events that transpired last week. I do not plan to give any preferential treatment to any 
applicants. I will discuss this with Kevin Gay and Dr Darby tomorrow. I have a meeting Monday 
morning with Brian where I will let him know my stance on the issue. 
Let me know if you have any questions. 
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