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FIRE  PREVENTION  DIVISION 

 

Date:  August 29, 2018 

 

To:   Kurt Wilson 

   

From:  Kevin Jones 

   

Subject: Chicago Pizza Fire Code Violation Report 

 

 

On Sunday, August 26, 2018, a mass shooting incident occurred at the Chicago Pizza 

business, located at the Jacksonville Landing – 2 Independent Drive, unit 101. The mass 

shooting incident resulted in fatalities, including the shooter, and sent multiple people to the 

hospital with assorted injuries. The shooting incident was attributed to an online internet video 

game tournament.  

In the aftermath of the incident, a review of the Building Department’s Inspection 

Database (BID) system revealed that the last approved building layout plan for Chicago Pizza 

was in 2009 (B09–336070.000). According to the 2009 building layout plan, Chicago Pizza did 

not have any area of their business designated as a game room area (see screenshot below); 

therefore, there should not have been a video gaming tournament held at Chicago Pizza.  

 

 



 

Page 2 of 2 
 

FIRE CODE VIOLATIONS 

The provisions codified with the Florida Fire Prevention Code (FFPC) are adopted into 

state law, pursuant to Florida Statutes 633.208, and adopted into local ordinance, pursuant to 

Jacksonville City Ordinance 321.104. The FFPC specifically states that the last submitted and 

approved layout plans “shall constitute the only acceptable arrangement, unless one of the 

following criteria is met: (1) The plans are revised. (2) Additional plans are submitted and 

approved. (3) Temporary deviations from the specifications of the approved plans are used, 

provided that the occupant load is not increased” (NFPA 101, 13.2.5.9.2). Since Chicago Pizza 

never submitted any new plans after 2009, the only layout plan that is legally acceptable is the 

one submitted in 2009; therefore, the alteration to their layout plan is a direct violation of the 

FFPC. 

Although entry into Chicago Pizza to conduct a safety inspection was not granted, it 

could be easily and clearly seen from the exterior portion of the business that there were several 

additional fire code violations. It was clearly seen that there were using strip plugs and extension 

cords as a substitute for permanent wiring, and it was also clearly visible that the placement of 

several video machines and other objects served as an impediment and/or blocked the path of 

egress. 

As a result of the blocked egress and improper use of strip plugs and extension cords, 

three paying citations were issued to Chicago Pizza. Although a representative for Chicago Pizza 

was not available to receive the Warning Notice of Violation for the unpermitted layout plan 

change (WFP-30400) and the three civil citations (FP-2559; 2560; and 2561), the property 

owner/representative for the Jacksonville Landing, Ms. Janice Lowe, advised that the violations 

should be left with the Landing’s Security Office and that she would ensure that a representative 

for Chicago Pizza is given the documents. Additionally, a cease and desist order was posted due 

to the egress obstruction and the unpermitted gaming area.  

SUMMARY 

If Chicago Pizza would not have altered the layout plan by creating an unpermitted game 

room area, the video game tournament would not have occurred, and thus, this incident would 

not have occurred at the Jacksonville Landing. This area was neither authorized nor a part of 

their submitted and approved building layout plan. This concludes my report solely from my 

evaluation of the business from an exterior view. A subsequent report may become necessary 

depending on the presence of additional fire code violations.   


