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Introduction 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) invites the public to 
comment on a Proposed Plan to clean up the Fairfax Street Wood Treaters 
Site (FSWT), located in Jacksonville, FL. This fact sheet discusses EPA’s 
Cleanup Plan to reduce ecological and human health risks associated with 
contaminated soil, sediment, air and water. The public is encouraged to 
comment on the Cleanup Plan during the comment period. The Cleanup 
Plan and associated documents related to the Fairfax St. Site activities are 
available in the Administrative Record of the Information Repository 
housed at the Dallas James Graham Public Library located at 2304 Myrtle 
Avenue, Jacksonville, FL. 
 

Background 

The FSWT site encompasses 12.5 acres in a predominantly residential area of Jacksonville, Florida. The FSWT site is owned 
by Fairfax Land Management, Inc., and was formerly used as a wood treating facility. From 1980 to 2010, Wood Treaters 
operated a wood treating facility that pressure-treated utility poles, pilings, heavy timber, and plywood lumber products 
using the wood treating preservative chromated copper arsenate (CCA). After drip drying in the process area, the treated 
wood was stored on the gravel areas along the northern, southern, and western portions of the property.  Based on 
knowledge of the process and the contaminants at the site, some of the CCA preservative dripped onto the ground, which 
resulted in soil and sediment contamination.  

EPA’s Removal Actions Taken 

In 2010 and 2011, EPA initiated emergency, short-term cleanup actions 
that included removing contaminated soil on the Susie E. Tolbert 
Elementary School playground located near the fence line with the site; 
removing contaminated water and sediment from the retention pond 
on the school property; removing contaminated soil from unpaved parts 
of the former wood-treating facility; treating and disposing of more than 
150,000 gallons of contaminated water; cleaning and removing chemical 
storage tanks, containment areas and piping; removing contaminated soil from three residential properties; covering 
exposed soils with gravel to prevent the spread of contamination through dust and storm water runoff (the gravel was 
cleaned by EPA before use); transporting contaminated soil, sludge, and debris off site for proper disposal; and repairing 
and placing a lock on site fencing. The FSWT site was included on the Superfund National Priorities List (NPL) in 2013, and a 
Remedial Investigation to determine the nature and extent of the contamination at the property and nearby residential 
properties was subsequently conducted.  
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Public meeting 
scheduled 

A Public Meeting to discuss the 
proposed cleanup plan: 

 
Tuesday, May 16, 2017 7:00 pm 

Emmett Reed 
Community Center   

1093 W 6th St.  
Jacksonville, FL 

 

We want your comments! 
The EPA relies on public input to ensure the 
concerns of the community are considered in 
selecting an effective remedy for each 
Superfund Site. The public is encouraged to 
comment on the documents from: 

May 1, 2017 to May 31, 2017 

 



 

 

Remedial Investigation 

From 2012 to 2016, EPA conducted a Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS). The RI/FS identified the types, 
quantities, and locations of the contaminants and developed and evaluated ways to address the contamination.  As part of 
the site testing, RI, and removal action, EPA collected soil samples on the FSWT site, the Susie E. Tolbert Elementary School, 
and 96 neighboring residential properties. These soil samples were analyzed, and the results were compared with EPA’s 
residential soil Regional Screening Levels (RSL), and Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) 2005 Soil 
Cleanup Target Levels (SCTL). Surface water and sediment samples were also collected and analyzed from the FSWT site 
retention pond and Moncrief Creek.  Contamination was found in the on-site and off-site soils as well as the sediments in 
the retention pond on-site.  

Eight groundwater wells were sampled from the FSWT site. These samples were analyzed, and the results were compared 
with Safe Drinking Water Act Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs). The groundwater samples collected from the FSWT site 
did not contain site contaminants of concern (COCs) above MCLs. 

The main COCs are arsenic, chromium, and copper.  Earlier removal actions in 2010 and 2011 addressed the immediate 
health threats. There is contamination that remains in the soil and on-site sediment. This current cleanup plan will address 
the remaining risks and provide for a permanent solution for the contamination that remains on-site and in the residential 
neighborhood. EPA is addressing all of the contamination that poses risks to human health and/or the environment with 
this proposed cleanup plan. Further investigation of sediments in Moncrief Creek located off-site will be undertaken to 
determine if a response action is warranted to protect the environment. 

 

EPA’S Preferred Cleanup Remedy 
EPA, in consultation with FDEP, selected excavation and off-site treatment and disposal as the Preferred Remedy. The 

remedy was chosen, because it will lower the risk of people being exposed to contaminated media by disposing of it off-
site along with off-site treatment to meet RCRA hazardous waste disposal requirements. This remedy also provides 
protection of human health and the environment through the off-site treatment. Costs associated with this remedy are 
moderate.  This remedy will not require any land use controls. This Cleanup Remedy is protective of human health and the 
environment, and is effective in the short and long term.  
 

 

Public Comment 

EPA relies on public input to ensure the concerns of the community are considered in selecting an effective remedy for 
each Superfund Site. The public comment period runs from May 1, 2017, through May 31, 2017. The Administrative 
Record and Information Repository for the Fairfax Street Wood Treaters site is located at the Dallas Graham Public Library 
located at 2304 Myrtle Avenue in Jacksonville. 
 
EPA will host a public meeting on Tuesday, May 16, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. at the Emmett Reed Community Center located at 
1093 W. 6th St. in Jacksonville.  EPA will present the details of the Proposed Plan to address the environmental impacts at 
the Fairfax Street Wood Treaters site, and answer any questions the public may have regarding the preferred cleanup 
remedy. You may email your comments to Lattimore.Leigh@epa.gov or, if you prefer to submit written comments, 
please mail them, postmarked no later than May 31, 2017, to Leigh Lattimore, at US EPA, 61 Forsyth Street, 11th floor, 
Atlanta, GA 30303. 
 
After EPA has received comments and questions during the public comment period, EPA will summarize the comments and 
provide responses in the Responsiveness Summary which will be a part of the Record of Decision (ROD). The ROD will 
select the final remedial action and will provide the rationale of EPA’s selection. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
EPA Remedial Project Manager 

Leigh Lattimore 
                   (404) 562-8760  

lattimore.leigh@epa.gov 
 

EPA Community Involvement Coordinator 
Ron Tolliver 

 (404) 562-9591 
tolliver.ronald@epa.gov 

 

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/fairfax-st-wood-treaters 
 

Information Repositories 
Dallas Graham Public Library 

2304 Myrtle Avenue  
Jacksonville, Florida 

 
U.S. EPA Region 4 Office  

Records Center 
61 Forsyth St, SW  

Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
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