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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
JACKSONVILLE DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

V. Case No. 3:19-cr- l"’J-"‘ 3;2 PD@
Ct. 1: 18 U.S.C. §§ 1512(b)(3) and 2
JOHN R. NETTLETON Ct. 2 18 U.S.C. §§ 1512(c)(2) and 2
Ct- 3 18 U.S.C. §§ 1001(a)(1) and 2

Cts. 4-5: 18 U.S.C.§§ 1519 and 2
Cts. 6-10: 18 U.S.C. § 1001(a)(2)

INDICTMENT

The Grand Jury charges:
Unless otherwise indicated, at all times material to this Indictment:

BACKGROUND

L The defendant, JOHN R. NETTLETON (“NETTLETON”) is a Captain
in the United States Navy (“Navy”), a department of the United States government.
In or about June 2012, he was named the Commanding Officer (“Commander”) of
Naval Station Guantanamo Bay (“GTMQO”) at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

2, GTMO, located in the southeast corner of Cuba, is a U.S. military
installation that serves the Navy. Several thousand U.S. military members, civilian
personnel, and their families reside at GTMO.

3i GTMO is part of the Navy Region Southeast (“NRSE”), which is based
at Naval Air Station Jacksonville, located in Jacksonville, Florida. As the

Commander of GTMO, NETTLETON reported to the Commander of the Navy
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Region Southeast (“CNRSE”) and the members of his or her command staff. In
January 2015, the CNRSE was Rear Admiral M.J. and her Chief of Staff was Captain
C.G.

4, In or about approximately May 2011, Christopher M. Tur (“Tur”) and
his family, which consisted of his wife (“Tur’s Spouse”) and two children, moved to
GTMO, where Tur had obtained a position as a civilian employee of the Navy. By
approximately January 2015, Tur was employed as the Loss Prevention Safety
Manager at the Navy Exchange, a general store serving the GTMO community. U.S.
Coast Guard personnel found Tur dead in the waters of Guantanamo Bay on January

11, 2815,

NETTLETON?’s Obligations as Commander of GTMO

5. As the Commander of GTMO, NETTLETON was required by laws,
Navy regulations, and orders from his superior officers to ensure the safety and well-
being of persons under his command at GTMO, such as Tur, including but not limited
to the following:

a. Pursuant to 10 U.S.C. § 5947, NETTLETON was required to
show in himself “a good example of virtue, honor, patriqtism, and
subordination; to be vigilant in inspecting the conduct of all persons who are
placed under [his] command; to guard against and suppress all dissolute and
immoral practices, and to correct, according to the laws and regulations of the
Navy, all persons who are guilty of them; and to take all necessary and proper

measures, under the laws, regulations, and customs of naval service, to promote
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and safeguard the morale, the physical well-being, and the general welfare of
the officers and enlisted persons under [his] command or charge.”

b. Pursuant to U.S. Navy Regulation Ch. &, § 1, art. 0802 (also
codified at 32 C.F.R. § 700.802), “[t]he responsibility of the commanding officer
for his or her command is absolute,” “[t]he authority of the commanding officer
is commensurate with his or her responsibility,” and the commanding officer
has a “continued responsibility for the safety, well-being, and efficiency of the
entire command.” Additionally, “[tjhe commanding officer . . . shall exercise
leadership through personal example, moral responsibility, and judicious
attention to the welfare of persons under their control or supervision.”

ol Pursuant to U.S. Navy Regulation Ch. 8, § 1, art. 0820, the
commanding officer must “maintain a satisfactory state of health and physical
fitness of the personnel under his . . . command.”

d. Pursuant to U.S. Navy Regulation Ch. 8, § 1, art. 0826 (also
codified at 32 C.F.R. § 700.826), “[tlhe commanding officer shall take
appropriate action to safeguard personnel.”

e. Pursuant to instructions from the Chief of Naval Operations,
OPNAVINST 5530.14E (also referred to as the Physical Security and Law
Enforcement Program), Chapter 3, § 0300(a), NETTLETON was responsible
for maintaining the “good order and discipline of [his] command.”

6. As the Commander of GTMO, NETTLETON was required by laws,

Navy regulations, and orders from his superior officers to provide his superior officers
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