
 

January 13, 2017 
 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Over the past year and into this year, Duval County Public Schools has experienced an increase in false bomb 
threats, particularly at Darnell-Cookman School of the Medical Arts. On Thursday, the school faced its fifth false 
bomb threat since the start of the 2015-2016 school year and its fourth of the 2016-2017 school year. This is 
unacceptable and continually forces a disruption in Darnell-Cookman’s rigorous learning environment. As a result, 
serious changes to student access and privileges are being considered to eliminate unnecessary threats. 

Each time a threat is made, Duval County School Police and the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office investigates the 
incident out of the safety concern for each student and staff member. A false threat used as a ploy to disrupt the 
learning environment pulls these officers away from other important duties that contribute to the overall safety of 
Duval County Public Schools and the City of Jacksonville. 

 It is imperative that your child understands making false bombs cannot be tolerated and will result in life-changing 
consequences. Previous students who made false bomb threats have been arrested and expelled. The offender(s) may 
also have a felony or misdemeanor conviction, which can result in difficulty in applying for financial aid, earning 
scholarships, joining the military, and gaining employment in careers that require an arrest free record. 

As a result of the number of bomb threats made at Darnell-Cookman, several new measures are being considered 
and implemented, and failure to adhere may result in discipline. These may include the following: 

• Eliminate all hallway access during class time excluding approved and documented restroom visits, and 
emergencies  

• Adjust procedures to keep students in cafeteria during scheduled lunch period to eliminate unauthorized 
hallway and restroom access 

• Limit use of all electronics including tablets, phones, and laptops for in-class educational purposes only 

As one of the top high schools in the state of Florida, Darnell-Cookman School of the Medical Arts is known for its 
academic achievement and success. It is a privilege to attend Darnell-Cookman and be on the path for higher success 
in life. As parents and guardians, you are a critical component to encouraging and fostering your child’s success. I 
ask that you and your child commit to a zero tolerance for any threats of violence in our schools and report any 
information regarding any threat immediately to school officials or law enforcement. We absolutely cannot allow 
isolated incidents, such as false bomb threats, to keep Darnell-Cookman from reaching its expected level of 
academic achievement and success. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Carol Daniels, Principal 
Darnell-Cookman Middle/High School of the Medical Arts 
 


