
U.S. District Judge Timothy Corrigan's statement

May it please the court.

 

Thank you, your honor for hearing from Nancy and me today. Never having been in this 
position, I was reluctant to speak with you, but I decided it was the right thing to do. As 
someone who sits in your seat, I would never presume to suggest to you what sentence you 
should hand down. I only wish to offer some thoughts for your consideration.

 

I will not talk about the personal toll that Mr. Richardson’s attack has taken on my family and 
me – Nancy has done that better than I could. My biggest regret is the impact that this has 
had on her. But, as you can see, she has remained strong and resilient throughout and I am 
very proud of her.

 

I hold no hatred or malice toward Mr. Richardson. In fact, I try to think about him and what he 
did as little as possible. Ironically, Mr. Richardson does not appear to hate me either. My 
death was just a means to his ends. That is what makes him so dangerous. For no purpose 
other than to get himself out of his legal difficulties, Mr. Richardson meticulously plotted to kill 
me, then actually tried to do so, then shamelessly began planning another attempt. A person 
capable of such behavior is an ongoing danger not just to my family and me, but to anyone 
with whom he comes into contact and from whom he thinks he can gain any advantage.

 

This case did not receive the attention it did – from the United States Marshals service, from 
the FBI, and other law enforcement agencies, and from the U.S. Attorney – because someone
tried to kill Tim Corrigan. Rather, these agencies made this case a priority because they 
correctly saw this as an assault on the office that I hold.

 

When Mr. Richardson took dead aim at my head and pulled the trigger, he directly attacked 
the rule of law that is so vital to our nation’s identity and continuity. Judges are a personal 
embodiment of that rule of law and must be able to execute their duties without fear of violent 
reprisal. That is why this crime was so serious and that is why, I suggest to Your Honor, that 
Mr. Richardson be held accountable, not just to punish him appropriately for his egregious 
act, but also to send a strong message to deter others who might be tempted to so brazenly 
assail the rule of law. Thank you.


